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WOMENS ERUOPEAN CUP 

Mugello, 16-17-18 aprile 2021 
 
 
It was up to the girls of the WOMEN'S EUROPEAN CUP to 'break the ice' of this 2021 
season with the very first free practice session of the most important women's 
championship in international motorcycling. 
In spite of only 7° atmospheric conditions at the Mugello International Circuit, well 
below the seasonal averages, Alexandra "Saša" Pelikanova #32 immediately took the 
lead in the provisional classification with a time of 2'14.092, leading the unrestrained 
group of riders in force at the TECHNICAL SERVICES YAMAHA MOTOXRACING TEAM 
against their very fast rivals. Gathered within 1" and 8 tenths, Martina Guarino #74 and 
Michaela Smatova #28, placed 14th and 16th respectively, while the overall debut of 
İlayda Yagmur Yilmaz #54 produced a 20th place. 
 
As temperatures rose, performance also improved and from the second free practice 
session through to Q1, Pelikanova maintained the lead by finishing the day with the 
fastest time of 2'11.273. Her teammates also did well, constantly improving. Guarino 
has earned the top ten with the eighth fastest time, while Smatova and Ylmaz have 
recovered the gap on opponents. 
 
A positive start for the Latium team's riders who confirm the quality of the Yamaha R3 
prepared by Sandro Carusi's men. 
 
In a race full of brawls, the 4th place of Pelikanova lies on the excellent conduct of this 
first heat, where the young Czech was repeatedly at the head of the group in which they 
overtook each other at every turn and only in the arrival at the photo finish was missed 
the deserved placement. More constant Guarino, who started very well and maintaining 
the pace passed under the chequered flag in ninth position. With the 16th place for 
Smatova and the 17th for Yilmaz, the first race for both of them on the Tuscan ups and 
downs was concluded. 
 
It was a historic race for the Turkish rider, who with this performance became the first 
representative of her country to take part in an international competition. Not only 
records on the track, then, for this team, which has also shown itself to be a step 
forward in sporting growth. 
 
Second race and the same script of the previous heat for Alexandra Pelikanova who, 
always started from pole position, found herself in a tussle to 5. The excellent driving of 
the Czech allowed her to resist the numerous attacks of her rivals until, due to a contact 
with an opponent, she ended up off the track and fell dangerously into the gravel. 
Without delay, she was taken to hospital to check her condition after hitting her head 
violently on the ground. She remains under observation after an initial CT scan proved 
negative. 
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In eighth position was Martina Guarino, also the author of a performance similar to that 
of race 1. The eighteen year old driver from Campania gained a total of 15 important 
points for the general classification. 
 
Further back was Michaela Smatova who, at her first experience, obtained a very 
precious point because it was achieved on the Mugello track, in a test that she herself 
defined as important for her growth, given the level of the opponents. 
 
17th place for İlaida Yagmur Yilmaz, closing out the quartet of the TECHNICAL SERVICES 
YAMAHA MOTOXRACING TEAM. The Turkish rider responded well to the very first 
official event of the season, learning a lot from this weekend. More confident and 
convinced in the second race, she didn't take any points, but gained experience to be on 
time for the next round in Misano. 
 
Appointment with the WOMEN'S EUROPEAN CUP at the Misano World Circuit on 14-
15-16 May. 


