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Complicated round for Gaggi and Sofuoğlu lacking in luck 
PIRELLI Aragòn Round, 21-22-23 May 

 
 

 
After a good start to the season in the CIV, the two WorldSSP300 riders of the Biblion 
Yamaha Motoxracing Team finally took part in the first round of the season at MotorLand 
Aragòn. Satisfied with the work done in Friday's free practice, Marco Gaggi set the 18th 
fastest time of 2'08.658, a performance that the young rider from Fano commented: “I'm 
very happy with the first day of free practice, it went well. Having already done the first two 
races of the Italian Championship helped us to get to Aragòn ready to start the World 
Championship”. Marco Gaggi. 
 
Bahattin Sofuoğlu also made a positive impact on the time trial, taking provisional 8th place 
with a time of 2'08.077. A result that allowed the young Turkish rider to frame his approach 
to qualifying and position himself in front at the start of Race 1. 
 
“Free practice went well, but we can improve some aspects of the bike. In qualifying for the 
race we have a chance to be in front. This is important to make a good Race1.” Bahattin 
Sofuoğlu. 
 
Poor luck in Superpole certainly didn't help the two guys after their good performances in 
FP1 and FP2. Sofuoğlu crashed while he was making his fast lap and missed the most 
important session, settling for a 14th place on the grid, obtained in 2'07.587. Gaggi, placed 
on the seventh row, confirmed the 18th time of 2'08.127. 
 
This conditioned the race, forcing Bahattin to push from the start to get back into the top 
positions, but he ended up crashing on lap 9, in a contact with an opponent. 
 
“I had some problems in Superpole, but while I was doing my fast lap, I made a mistake and 
slipped. Starting 14th, I tried to make a comeback by pushing from the beginning, but I was 
touched by several opponents and ended up on the ground.” Bahattin Sofuoğlu. 
 
Gaggi was affected by the choice of gears, suffering in top speed and finishing 24th. 
 
“It was not the race we wanted! The choice of ratios did not benefit us, in these races it can 
make a difference and you risk losing positions.” Marco Gaggi. 
 
The rain that opened the day on Sunday, has changed the plans thought for Race 2. In the 
WarmUp on a wet track, the two riders of Sandro Carusi have used the 15 minutes available 
to try solutions in view of the race. 
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Even though the two Yamaha R3s were lapping at rain-sodden times of 2'20.366 (Gaggi) and 
2'20.863 (Sofuoğlu), they were able to reach speeds in line with the qualifying times, which 
prevented any technical problems from arising. In the second race, the Biblion Yamaha 
Motoxracing Team riders were involved in a couple of unfortunate episodes. Sofuoğlu's 
“Jump start” compromised his race, forcing him to take two long lap penalties, but in an 
attempt to make up ground he slipped and retired. Having avoided a crash immediately after 
the start, Gaggi continued his race in 40th position. Trying to make up this disadvantage 
throughout the heat, he ended his race in 24th place. A regret that Team Principal Sandro 
Carusi summed up with these words: “Unfortunately we leave Aragòn with a bitter taste in 
our mouths. This weekend luck was not on our side. We will work hard to prepare for the 
next race at Misano”. 


