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WOMEN’S EUROPEAN CUP 
Automotodrom Grobnik 

Round 4-5 
25-26-27 June 

 
The 4th and 5th rounds of the Women's European Cup concluded at the 
Automotodrom Grobnik in Rijeka. In the first historic round beyond the Italian borders 
of this championship, the Technical Services Yamaha Motoxracing Team of Sandro 
Carusi, presented itself with two heavy absences as two weeks earlier at Misano. In 
addition to Alexandra Pelikanova, struggling with the aftermath of the fall in Race 2 at 
Mugello, has missed this double Croatian event Martina Guarino, suffering from a 
subluxation of the left shoulder suffered in testing on this track: “I'm sorry, the results 
could be positive thanks to the work of Matteo, Stefano and Federico with whom we 
were adjusting a bike that I felt more and more mine, improving with each round. The 
level of my team is really high and I am grateful to them for everything” Martina 
Guarino. 
 
All attention then turned to Michaela Šmatova and İlayda Yağmur Yilmaz. Despite the 
fact that it was not an easy round, both girls performed well, getting faster and faster 
with each round.  
 
In Friday's free practice, Michaela did not shine as she struggled to find the right set-up 
for her bike. More consistent, İlayda set the 17th fastest time, which was in line with her 
previous performance but five seconds quicker than in testing. 
 
The real improvement, a product of the two riders' steady growth, was seen on 
Saturday. In qualifying, Šmatova took the twentieth position, two boxes behind her 
partner, who recorded the 18th time. In Race 1 both gained another step. The Czech 
finished in 18th place and lowered her best lap time to 1'48.959. İlayda just missed out 
on the points zone with a 16th place finish that confirmed the great strides made by the 
Turkish driver. 
 
A warm up that reflected this weekend's positive trend showed the girls to be 
increasingly competitive, with Yilmaz clocking the 15th fastest time of 1'46.591 and 
Šmatova the 17th in 1'47.235. The result in Race 2 was the same as in the first race, but 
while İlayda fought for the points zone right to the end, Šmatova dropped over a second 
from her time in Saturday's race to finish in 18th place again. 
 
The two races in Rijeka have brought a wealth of experience that will be of great use 
when the team returns to Misano World Circuit on 1 August. 


