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Deserved and suffered victory for Sofuoğlu, 

Gaggi crashes out in Race 2 
SS300 ELF CIV 2021 - Imola Round 3 

July 02-03-04 
 

Round 3 of the ELF-CIV 2021 at Imola brought the first win of the season for Bahattin 
Sofuoğlu and Biblion Yamaha Motoxracing Team in the SS300 class. The Turkish rider 
showed great speed throughout the weekend, racking up faster and faster laps on a circuit 
he has only seen on one previous occasion. In free practice he was 4th overall with a time of 
2'09.247, just half a second above the fastest lap, but thanks to his great interpretative skills 
he managed to improve with each session. 3rd in Q1, but above all pole position after the Q2 
session, with a time of 2'06.828. After the charge against the stopwatch, Race 1 confirmed 
the overflowing talent of Bahattin, who until the eleventh lap was leading a perfect race. At 
the entrance of the low variant, a contact with De Cancellis took away Sofuoğlu's chances of 
victory, who crashed sadly when he was in the lead, seeing his podium fade away. 
 
During free practice Marco Gaggi was stopped by a broken engine on his Yamaha R3. Having 
to rely on the first qualifying session as a way to set up the weekend, and on a bike that had 
been restored in record time, he set the 19th provisional time of 2'10.794. In Q2 he was able 
to improve on that by qualifying 11th on the grid with a time of 2'08.762. In the first heat he 
was able to make up positions to finish 9th and given the difficulties encountered in practice, 
this is a positive result considering that Imola is a track where tests are not held. 
 
After the good pole position and the unfortunate epilogue on Saturday, for Bahattin 
Sofuoğlu, Race 2 had to represent the redemption and so it was. Confirmed as the fastest in 
the WarmUp, with a time of 2'07.102, the young turkish talent has not been waited again 
and has made his race with a superlative performance, enhanced by having beaten riders 
who know the Santerno track very well. This is thanks to the great work of Sandro Carusi's 
team, which knows how to set up increasingly competitive bikes.  
 
If the fall of yesterday was largely recovered by this victory of Sofuoğlu, Gaggi has touched a 
different fate. After recording a podium-like race pace in the WarmUp, he was mowed down 
by the daring fall by Prioli at the second corner just after the start. Nothing serious for the 
rider from Fano who could not make the step that he felt within reach and that would have 
given him more important points for the standings, especially in the face of a possible 
podium. With 70 points, Sofuoğlu is 3rd in the championship just one length behind the 
second, while Gaggi is 10th with 33 points. 
 
Next appointment with ELF-CIV 2021 in Misano, 30-31 July-01 August. 


