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Assen: difficult weekend for Maria Herrera, 

who remains second in the WorldSSP Challenge 
23-24-25 July 

 
 

The fourth round of the Supersport FIM World Championship 2021 concluded at Assen. A 
difficult weekend for Maria Herrera, who in addition to the demanding Dutch track, had to 
deal with the aftermath of the crashes suffered at Misano in the previous round. Still not 
one hundred percent physically, the rider from Toledo had not raced a 600 at Assen since 
2019. 
 
On Friday's practice day, Maria did no better than twenty-sixth position, posting a time of 
1'40.314, which she improved on in Saturday's Superpole, qualifying with the 25th fastest 
time of 1'40.211. 
 
Starting a little behind, she battled throughout the race against her WorldSSP Challenge 
rivals, trying to resist the back pain that plagued her throughout the weekend. After 16 of 
the 18 laps of Race 1, Maria was forced to retire, physically exhausted. 
 
"I don't feel one hundred percent physically. Although I haven't broken anything, the crashes 
at Misano have left a mark and I'm still in pain. I tried to hold on as long as I could, but I was 
no longer able to continue. Unfortunately, I retired with two laps to go because I was 
exhausted," Maria Herrera. 
 
"I don't feel one hundred percent physically. Although I didn't break anything, the crashes at 
Misano have left a mark and I'm still in pain. I tried to hold on as long as I could, but I was no 
longer able to continue. Unfortunately I retired with two laps to go because I was exhausted. 
 
Sunday was then the turn of Race 2, which concluded the DutchTT. Still in the athletic 
condition of not producing a performance within her reach, Maria started well, but lost 
ground by avoiding a crash at the first corner. Maintaining a constant rhythm, she arrived at 
the finish line twenty-fifth. A result that doesn't change anything in the WorldSSP Challenge 
classification in which she keeps firmly the second position and alive the possibility of a 
comeback on the first one. While waiting for the recovery of a Herrera in the best possible 
shape, the completion of all 18 laps testifies to the tenacity of the Biblion Iberica Yamaha 
Motoxracing Team rider. 
 
"I started off quite well, but I had to dodge the crash at the first corner, losing the positions I 
had gained. I picked up the pace and tried to maintain it for all the laps. We need to work on 
improving the braking point. I think that in difficult moments like this you learn a lot and 
become stronger. I need to recover physically, especially my shoulder, to get back in 
condition as soon as possible. I thank the team for their work," Maria Herrera. 
 
The next round of the WorldSSP Challenge will take place over the weekend of 6-7-8 August 
at the Autodrom Most in the Czech Republic. 


